Midland Whippet Club Championship Show 24th Oct 2021

I was delighted and humbled by my fantastic entry at this super club. I was looking for a whippet that was unexaggerated and which flowed from their head to their tail, that moved soundly in all directions and demonstrated that typical smooth whippet gait showing drive and extension and neither ‘over reaching’ or picking up their feet. Size was not an issue throughout the entry and overall muscle condition all the way to second thighs was excellent and nearly all exhibits were excellently presented. I was a little concerned about more upright fronts often combined with protruding shoulder blades than last time I judged and also some new untypical movement when their rear end almost ‘wags’ on the move and some ‘hitching’ one leg. I was delighted with my top winners, as always after judging it makes you realise how it is only once you truly get your hands on the dog and have the privilege to watch them move up close you can really give your opinion and I am honoured that so many owners allowed me to give mine. Thank you to all my exhibitors for showing such good sportsmanship, many results were very close, to my co-judge Richard Mason and also thanks to my efficient stewards.

DOGS

Veteran 7- 9 (11 Entries) Abs: 2 

1st: Johnstons Ch Danluke Lord of the Dance JW. I judged this boy 3 years ago where I awarded him the RCC and wished at the time he had slightly more curves… well now he has! I never feel veterans are ‘over the hill’ in whippets and often admire how many seem to hit their peak at this age. This 7 year old lemon brindle just oozes class, from the most handsome head and elegant neck into his smooth shoulders. He holds himself completely true when free standing, completely balanced and is just effortless on the move. He owns the ring and to be honest no other dogs were close to him today. I always feel honoured to have been able to put my hands on a dog like this and be asked for my opinion, he is absolutely top drawer. CC, RBIS & BVIS

2nd: WHITEHEADS Ch. Citycroft High Society JW. Another classy boy, I was pleased he approved of the climatic conditions more than the last time I was able to judge him! A true quality male and worthy Champion, another I feel has years left in the show ring as he not showing his age. Loved his head and elegance throughout, he has the best of shoulders and is balanced on the move particularly as he relaxes more. He moves so soundly and I was delighted to award him 2nd in this super veteran class

3rd: WOODS’ Ardencote Star Gazer

Special Veteran 10+ years (1 Entry)

1. SEVERN’s Deljorhea He’s The One at Nattah. For anyone that saw this gentlemen in the ring, I am sure it brought a smile to their face! This 11 year old brindle was spot on for size, lovely length of neck into nice shoulders. Curvy topline and underline with an excellent depth of chest. But nothing could match is pure exuberance of being in the ring and his tail which did not stop wagging. A well deserved first place.

MPD (5 Entries) Abs: 2 

1st: WILTON-CLARK’s Shalfleet Making Waves .

This flashy brindle boy was spot on for size. He has a handsome head and good length of neck, well laid shoulder and a proper return of upper arm. He has plenty of length and the correct amount of rear angulation. Still quite a raw lad as would be expected and little unsettled on the move but once steady I saw enough to win him the class with ease. 

2nd: FORD’s Sochma Just in Time

8 month old brindle fawn, quite a rangy boy and needs time to drop into himself and become more balanced. He is a size larger than my winner. Lovely attractive head and good reach of neck, would prefer a little more width in front which does seem to affect him front movement, but this could come with age. Lovely topline and balanced rear angulation. Moved well enough for 2nd.

3rd: SMITH’s Silver Goose

PD (9 Entries) Abs: 2

1st: WEBBER’s Denimblue Willdo

8 month old blue with white trim. He really is a lovely balanced dog which is especially evident on the move where in profile he keeps that true whippet outline. Nice head and correct length of neck into well laid shoulders with his legs sitting nicely under his deep brisket. Lovely length and topline. Moderate rear end with enough turn of stifle and really lovely short hocks. Good reach and drive and continued to show well after a long day. BPD & RBPIS

2nd: MARSTON-POLLOCK’s Barnesmore Cloak of Spirits at Falconcrag 

10 month old striking brindle. Correct size boy, a little unsettled to start with but he came into his own. Handsome head and lovely length of neck, excellent shoulders and return of upper arm, perhaps a touch more front than is my preference. Good balanced length and once relaxed, his topline and underline were correct. Good rear end. He has good reach and drive but is incredibly very sound in all directions once you see past his markings and this earnt him this place in good company.

3rd: WHITEHEAD, SMITH & MIXIDE’s Citycroft Drumshanbo.

JD (13 entries) 2 abs

1st: HOWGATE & HULL’s Palmik King Arthur 

14m brindle/white trim boy. A very well constructed and balanced dog. Good head and length of neck if you look carefully beyond his markings. Lovely shoulders and front, correct width and straight legs and slight spring of pastern. Lovely deep brisket and spring of rib. Nice moderate rear end. He was very sound and smooth on the move and true in all directions. In the challenge he didn’t put a foot wrong and his quality and showmanship stood out and I was delighted to award him the RCC.

2nd: WINKLEY-BALMER & POOLE’s Edenwhip Can I Be Him. Another quality dog and was unlucky to meet 1. 14m fawn boy who is perfect for size. Handsome head and elegant length of neck into well laid shoulders. Another who is well balanced and stands four square. Good topline into a moderate rear with correct low hocks. Really liked this boy and although sound and moved well in profile he just was not as smooth and freely moving as 1 today.

3rd: DARGUE & HALLIDAY’s Brochinbelle A Wee Dance with Jalwhipp

YD (9 Entries) Abs: 0 

1st: YEATES & WINTER’s Lolani Café Amore 

19m old blue fawn dog. Not the most glamourous boy, but he is an extremely good example of the breed. He is very well made, he has well laid smooth shoulders and his front legs sitting tightly below his brisket. His rear end is moderate and he really uses his excellent muscle tone to drive around the ring. Incredibly sound fore and aft which was a joy. In super condition

2nd: SHEPHERD’s Kidaruka It’s Showtime at Oxana.

17m old red fawn with white trim. Really attractive boy with the best of heads. I have noted the same comments on his front assembly as 1, which was great to see. He is balanced and has a nice slight curve to his topline and underline. Another in excellent condition. He moved soundly and well in profile but just not as freely as 1 today.

3rd: BRODIE & OWEN’s Wolfscastle Livin the Dream 

MD (8 Entries) Abs: 4

1st: WEBBER’s Denimblue Willdo

As 1st Puppy dog

2nd: BARNES’s Silver Jigilo

Fawn brindle parti, attractive 14m old boy. Nice head and neck. Well laid shoulders but would prefer more return of upper arm. Good length and topline and he is well balanced. Moderate rear which is correct. He was sound on the move but would prefer more freedom of movement

3rd: Myers Supetas Here Comes The Son Into Astrazone.

SBD (9 Entries) Abs: 2 

1st: TROUTON’s Runnel Run For Fun.

5 year old fawn dog I have had the pleasure to judge before. He has a classy handsome head and a lovely long neck. Well laid shoulders and a good return on upper arm, a really excellent front. Good length and topline and still moved really soundly round the ring. 

2nd: BARNES’s Silver Jigilo

As 2nd MD

3rd: Taylors Crosscop Dom Perignon on Ice

GD (13 Entries) Abs: 4 

1st: HOWGATE & HULL’s Palmik King Arthur

As 1st JD

2nd: PURVIS & MCKAY’S CROSSCOP BORN TO MOVE FOR JUBRANCY

19m fawn brindle boy. A really lovely dog who is correct sized but more compact that 1. He is balanced both stacked and on the move. Curvy overall shape with lovely straight front legs and sufficient angulation. He mover really soundly and well in profile.

3rd: ANDERSON’s Gazenorth Secret Service

PGD (9 entries) Abs:4

1st: BARKAS’ Citycroft Fred Astaire. 

3 year old correct sized, dark brindle masculine lad. Handsome head, into well filled front and nicely laid shoulders. He has good overall balance and moved soundly in all directions which won him the class.

2nd: HOPE’s Demerlay Charming Charlie

Good quality light fawn male. Bit heavy in his head, but enough length of neck and a well constructed front and nicely balanced rear. Deep brisket and just enough length and correct topline. He isn’t a natural showman but he is made well and shows good breed type and did enough in this class to be awarded this place.

3rd: McMILLAN & IRVING Crosscop Bring Me Sunshine of Hesli

MdLD (10 Entries) Abs: 2 

1st: GIBBIN’s Osterfen Janus 

This fawn parti dog looked an absolute picture stacked and for me had that balance of elegance and masculinity. His head for me, is absolutely ideal with a super expression. His front is ideal with well laid shoulders and a decent return of upper arm, enough fill without being overdone. He has lovely length and a strong rear. Moved really soundly with a typical whippet gait.

2nd: DILLON & BAILEY’s Stonefox Ice Pick Willy at Runforest JW

An attractive red brindle boy who takes your eye. A stronger dog and different type to 1 but plenty to like. Masculine, attractive head into a lovely long neck, nice front assembly and lovely deep brisket. Balanced length and good strong rear end with lovely muscle tone. He had great reach and drive around the ring and was in excellent condition.

3rd: YEATES & WINTER’s Zoraden Bright Star

LD (15 Entries) Abs: 3

1st: JOHNSTON & WILSON’s Aarminias Dragon Lord of Danluke. 

Lovely sized 2 year old pale fawn boy. A really handsome head with gorgeous expression, good long neck. I have admired him before and he did not disappoint. He had good balance and again perfectly treads that line between elegance and masculinity. Well constructed boy without any angle being exaggerated but I would like some more curves. Plenty of length, nice rear end and lovely short hocks. He moved really soundly. A super boy

2nd: HAWKER’s Mollytop Dream Maker JW 

A lovely boy who I have judged before. He is looking really well and I really loved his soundness, type and quality. He has an excellent front, depth of brisket and lovely underline. I just wish he had a touch more stifle to complete the picture. Moved soundly and with ease.

3rd: SYKES’ Veredon Another Valente

OD (12 Entries) Abs: 1 

A beautiful class full of quality males, I was spoilt for choice

1st: WILTON-CLARK’s Shalfleet Heatwave JW. 

Fawn parti colour. This dog was full of quality and stood out in his class for his overall balance. He has a classic handsome whippet head with a lovely ear set, correct length neck into the best of shoulders which are really smoothly set. Perfect amount of fill in front. Deep chest into a nice strong loin. Good rear end which helped really drive as he flowed around the ring whilst keeping an ideal outline which helped him win the class. 

2nd: FRYER’s Ch Collooney Eye Love you at Stonefox

A really classic fawn boy, who just kept improving the more I moved him. He is well made throughout and is a curvy boy with enough length to present a balanced picture when stacked and on the move. Thought he had really good breed type and was a real showman, well handled.

3rd: HAWKER’s Ch Jothryn Future Legend with Mollytop JW
Judge Mrs Jo Boughton-White

